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Let your voice be heard! Say “NO” to the DM&E projedt—and “YES” to our local communities.
Express your concern at dmetraintruth.com.
Or write: Dovid Valenstein, environmental program manager, Federal Railroad Administration, 1120 Vermont Ave., N.W. Mail Stop 20, Washington, D.C. 20590
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Jolur M. Hunt, Ph.D.
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CLYDE B. LAMP, Jr., M.D.
107 YORKSHIRE DRIVE
PITTSBURGH, PA 15238
(412) 963-0588
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HERMAN J. SCHULTZ, M.D.
2126 MacArthur, Houston, TX 77030-2104
DERMATOLOGY (retired) TELEPHONE: 713 660-8620
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HERMAN J. SCHULTZ, M.D.
2126 MacArthur, Houston, TX 77030-2104

DERMATOLOGY (retired) TELEPHONE: 713 660-8620
October 09, 2006

Mr. David Valenstein, Environmental Program Manager
Federal Railroad Administration

1120 Vermont Ave., N.W. Mail Stop 20

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr Valenstein:

[ am writing to express my opposition & concern re: the Federal Railroad Administration’s proposal to
allow the Dakota, Minnesota & Eastern Railroad to update its main line, which traverses the center of the city of
Rochester, Minnesota. The purpose of so doing would be to accommodate frequent daily high-speed DM&E
trains transporting coal and toxic chemicals. Not only is the FRA proposing to allow this, but it is even
proposing to fund this via a $2.3 BILLION loan to DM&E.

Now, I’m certain you are wondering why a guy who lives in Houston, Texas would be concerned about
what might happen in Rochester, Minnesota. In my case, it’s because I am a Mayo Clinic Alumnus. I spent 3 of
the best years of my life living in Rochester, while serving a Dermatology Fellowship (Residency) there.

I agree with other voices who are saying:
It makes no sense to grant a $2.3 BILLION loan to DM&E, which will most likely never be repaid.
. It makes no sense to increase the number of trains passing through the heart of Rochester from a few slow-
moving trains/day to a large number of high-speed trains/day.

3. It makes no sense to risk train accidents in which toxic materials would be released -- so close to Mayo
Clinic and its patients & staff, and so close to the entire population of Rochester.

4. NONE OF THE ABOVE MAKES ANY SENSE, since other viable options which would avoid all these
negatives appear to be available.

P

Living here in Houston, the petro-chemical center of our nation, we’ve had more than our share of plant
explosions and train wrecks leading to hazardous material contamination. As a result, we now have many
freeways & streets in Houston which are “off limits” to trains & trucks carrying hazardous materials. Not only
is the risk immediate, at the time of the chemical exposure, but there are potential long-term effects: chemical
burns, respiratory and neurological problems, carcinogenesis, and probably many other effects yet to be
recognized.

Additionally, since Houston Metro opened its new “light rail” system a few years ago, we have seen
many more train-auto accidents than had ever been anticipated.

Therefore, it seems a vastly better idea for the DM&E railroad line to by-pass Rochester, rather than to
criss-cross Rochester. Thank you for re-thinking this matter.

re]y,

Herman J. $Zhultz M.




from the desk of i

Robert E. Scoggin.
Minister of Music
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MAYO CLINIC

WORLD-CLASS CARE WITH A HEALTHY
DOSE OF MINNESOTA NICE

At any given time, the 87-year-old
Mayo Clinic has more than 3,000
doctors on staff, is training another
3,000, employs some 50,000 allied
health personnel, and deploys way
more guys (and a few gals) sweeping
the sidewalks and buffing the marble
than one would think possible, given
the great American health-care crisis.
Five billion dollars passed through
its hands last year, and in the pro-
cess it conducted nearly $400 mil-
lion worth of medical research and
treated 513,000 people from across
the globe--hospitalizing 132,000 and
operating 114,000 times. Do the math
on a napkin, and, let's see..carry the
one. that's some 500 surgeries a day.
Mayo is stocked with enough
mad-scientist toys to make Lex
Luthor blush: more MRl machines
than can be found in ail of Canada;
a ginormous 12-Tesla magnet-
equipped mass-spectrometer
(dropped through the roof with a
crane); a dedicated power plant.
With its new gene research center
and University of Minnesota campus,
Mayo is making a play to become a
.global biotechnology hotbed. And
it specializes in everything. Neu-
rofibromatosis (commonly known
as “elephant man disease”)? Five
thousand cases a year. Bone cancer?
They can turn your ankle into a knee.
Conjoined twins? That would be the
media camp erected in front of the
, $75—a-njght mote! across the street.
This feels.like a place you can
trust. In an age where the Nick
Lachey look passes for business
casual, Mayo still works coat and tie
Evervone's on salary, which means

66 MNMO.COM SEPTEMBER 2006

no one is too hurried, and everyone,
even the CEOQ, wears a name tag.
it is the largest private employer in
the state, and arguably the most
recognized medical-services brand
in the world. And it runs like a
manor at the height of the British
empire. its founders, Drs. William
and Charles Mayo, were said to have
written physicians letters chastising
them for mowing their own lawns.
As the blue-chip destination for
health care swarm service, Mayo
has attracted patients as diverse as
FDR, George Harrison, King Hussein,
George H. W. Bush, Ronald Reagan,
and the biond guy in the Backstreet
Boys. It's where Lou Gehrig learned
he had Lou Gehrig’s disease, whete
Rep. Patrick Kennedy recently
rehabbed after crashing his car, and if
we are to believe The Simpsons’ cre-
ator Matt Groening, where C. Mont-
gomery Burns learned he had every
disease known and unknown to man
(they cancelled each other out).
Mayo's research is unparalleled.
Currently, Eva Galanis is shepherding
clinical trials to use the measles virus
as a vector for genetic engineering
against ovarian cancer. James Levine
is designing a standing treadmill-
based workstation. Aynsley Smith
is finding the neurologicat under-
pinnings that explain why a person
could miss a three-foot putt. And the
clinic is all over that bird flu thing.
The place isn't perfect. Mayo
couldn't prevent a young JFK from
developing debilitating back prob-
lems or an ofd Ernest Hemingway
from leaving its psych ward to go
home and commit suicide. Their
publications can make a person

sleepy, and their vending machines
don’t always reflect stated weliness ~

guidelines. But those who call the
clinic a haven for the wealthy have
failed to notice the Midwestern
farmers and immigrant famiies in
the waiting rooms. Mayo is for all of
us, and it treats all of us in the same
way —special.

Paul Scott s a Rochester-based free-
lance writer.

Photograph by DAVE TURNER
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